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to renew its exploration program in the continental shelf. - 

ne: 7 Tenneco will begin this program with its sixth well, a 

| ALBACORA Z1-8-7-CDA, to be located about 165 Kms. north wy, 
- of Talara. It will be drilled from a metallic platform co 

; in waters 105 feet deep with the assistance of the tender 
"Merlin II". The well is scheduled to reach a depth of 
12,350 feet in order to continue exploration of the quali- 

; ty of the producing sands found in well 8-X-2, drilled in 

{| August 1972, Tenneco's only producer (5,246 bpd. of crude 

! and 18 million cubic feet of gas). ALBACORA's objective 

1 is to verify the potential of the Zorritos formation from 

| the Inferior Miocene. From the same platform, Tenneco 
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plans to drill a new well and depending, on these results, 
the company will complete 8 more wells to develop the 
reservoir. 


Belco, the first and only producing, company in the conti- 
nental shelf, has completed three exploratory wells - one 
producer and two being tested for production - and is 
presently drilling the fourth exploratory well in Los 
Organos offshore area, all under the new contract. 
Belco's production, on the other hand, during the first 
seven months of 197/1 increased by 22.04%, to 8,459,057 
bbls. over the 6,931,323 bbls. produced for a similar 
period in 1973. 
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